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Kelsey De Rinaldis Speech

Kokoro no Barrier Free Symposium

Setagaya-ku no
minasan,

konnichiwa !

My name is Kelsey
De Rinaldis. I'm the
Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer for
the Public Affairs Section at the U.S.
Embassy in Tokyo. Thank you for
inviting me here to the Kokoro no
Barrier Free Symposium today. We are
pleased to provide koen to this

symposium.

And thank you for your generous
hospitality and continued partnership
in making a home for Team USA.
Through this partnership with the
Setagaya Ward Office, we have hosted
various sports programs including
Olympic Swimmer Anthony Ervin’s
clinic this past August, and Paralympic
Wheelchair Rugby Player Chuck Aoki’s
school visit to Futako Tamagawa
Elementary School last Thursday.
Setagaya has already been a wonderful
host, and we are learning the warmth of

Japanese hospitality — omotenashi.
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Today, we are excited that Setagaya
invited our friend Chuck Aoki, along
with his teammates Joe Delagrave, Josh
Wheeler, and Chuck Melton who will
share the American views and how the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
has changed the lives and perspectives of

Americans.

As they will highlight more in detail
later, while the ADA ensures that people
with disabilities have the same rights
and opportunities as everyone else, there
are still challenges and much rooms for
Improvement. I hope that today’s
symposium serves as an opportunity for
Japanese and Americans to learn from
each other, and for us to work toward our

mutual goal of creating a barrier free

society.

Thank you again for hosting us and Team
USA. We look forward to continuing our
partnership with you for a successful
Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic

Games. Gambarimasho!
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