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Discovering China through the novel

"Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress"”
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We will read and discuss Dai Sijie's
semi-autobiographical novel, set during the
time of China's Cultural Revolution. The
book draws on his experiences when sent
for 're-education’, labouring with peasants in
a remote mountain village. Sijie conveys the
perils of this time in modern Chinese history,
but charms the reader with his inclusion of
moments of comedy and romance. He also
reveals literature's importance in developing
our characters, freeing our imaginations, and
consoling us during dark times. [®1 0/ 7][®1 o/ 14][®1 0/ 28]
SEEEDED TS Participants will read a set (@nnijennsf2/2]
section of the text before each class, so that

they can participate in discussions during the

class. Participants are encouraged to share B RS 18:30~19:50
their knowledge of and ideas about each  =m==4 14,000

week's topics of discussion. (Discussions in = B8 18’%

my course are high level English)

5+ Ak [Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress]
Dai SijieZ (Vintage Books ISBN 9780099286431)
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This course will explore various social issues
in English from varied media sources as a
foundation for classroom discussions.
EEEDEDHTT We will view video reports
(with  accompanying scripts) on various
inter-related global issues, check our
understanding of them. and discuss and
debate these issues in the classes when we
meet.
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